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Catalogue, and Forshall hated Panizzi. Nothing could move the
Trustees, who merely reiterated their demand for a printed catalogue
at-the earliest date. It was not till 1839 that Panizzi obtained their
authority for a revision of the rules, on receiving which he at once
put before them his celebrated 91 Rules, which with Winter Jones,
Edwards and Parry he had been for some time preparing on the
basis of a simple code drawn up in 1834 by Baber and himself. The
Trustees accepted the Rules at once, at the same time ordering
Panizzi to deliver a catalogue "complete from press" by the end of
1844. Panizzi was helpless. Thoroughness gave way to speed, and
Volume I, containing the letter A alone, appeared an gth July, 1841,
with the Rules prefixed; but Panizzi protested in submitting it that
the rest could not appear in the given time, and that the volume was
full of faults and also of omissions due to not cataloguing shelf by
shelf, which would be the pretext for attacks on himself In the next
two years he reported again and again, and in 1844 expounded at a
Trustees' meeting the impossibility of completing the work in time,
but they took no notice. It was not till January 1846 that they asked
Panizzi why no more had been printed. He replied that he had
stopped the printing because it had become obvious (he might have
said he had known from the first) that no alphabetical catalogue
could be printed till the whole work was ready for press. The Trustees
accepted the situation, but added that a report should be made to
Parliament.
So ended the fiasco of the 1841 Catalogue. An attempt was made
in the Board to have printing resumed in 1847, but it failed. It
should be remembered that they had just had the striking success of
Panizzi's report on the collections of his Department and the conse-
quent grant, and they were probably influenced by this in bowing to
the inevitable. But the episode does the Board small credit, though .
the ultimate responsibility no doubt rests on Ellis and ForshaJL
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9. THE RpYAt COMMISSION, 1847-49
*
The affairs of the Catalogue were soon to have abundant light
thrown on them. The malcontents found powerful allies in the men